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CONFIDENTIAL LAGOS 8325 

E.O.l 1652: GDS 

TAGS: PORG, UNSC, NG, NI 

SUBJECT: NIGER/NIGERIA COMPETITION FOR SECURITY COUNCIL SEAT 
REF: (A) NIAMEY 3427, (B) LAGOS 7808 

SINCE OAU MEETING, NIGERIA HAS MADE TWO APPROACHES 
TO EMBASSY SEEKING SUPPORT FOR SECURITY COUNCIL SEAT. 

IN ADDITION TO GARB A/AMBASSADOR CONVERSATION REPORTED REF B, 
UMAR, DEPUTY DIRECTOR, INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION DEPARTMENT, 
ASKED FORMER POLITICAL COUNSELOR BRUCE WHETHER U.S. WOULD 
SUPPORT NIGERIA'S CANDIDACY. BRUCE EXPRESSED STANDARD 
U.S. POSITION THAT WE WOULD BE HAPPY TO SUPPORT NIGERIA 
IF IT HAD SUPPORT OF REGIONAL GROUP. 
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